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	GBIF IPT Metadata Profile

	Title 

[110 character maximum, including spaces]
	‘title’

	Authors

[170 words maximum]
	‘creator’, ‘metadataProvider’, ‘associatedParty’ 
[combination of ‘first name’ and ‘last name’ from these elements separated by commas].
In case of multiple authors, they are numberd 1, 2, 3... as superscript after last name.

	Affiliations
	‘creator’, ‘metadataProvider’ ‘associatedParty’ 
[combinations of ‘Organisation Name’, ‘Address’, ‘Postal Code’, ‘City’, ‘Country’ and ‘Email’ will constitute the address. If two or more authors share same address, it will be denoted by same number.

	Corresponding authir(s)
	‘creator’ and ‘metadataProvider’ 
[combinations of ‘frist name’ and ‘last name’, and ‘email’ are derived. Email is written within () paranthesis. In case of more than one corresponding authors these are separated by commas. In case both creator and metadataProvider is the same, creator is reflected as corresponding author.

	Abstarct

[170 maximum words]
	 ‘abstract’ 

	Subject terms
	

	Design types
	

	Measurement types
	

	Technology types
	

	Factor types
	

	Sample characteristics
	

	Background & Summary
	

	Methods
	‘methodStep/description’, ‘sampling/studyExtent/description’, ‘sampling/samplingDescription’, and ‘qualityControl/description’

	Data Records


	

	Technical Validation
	

	Usage Notes
	

	Accession Codes
	DoI [assigned by GBIF or Publisher] or unique identifiers [assigned by GBIF registry]
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	‘citation’ 
[References are grouped into three categories (a) references tagged in the manuscript, (b) references used for dataset development or enhance the quality of the dataset, and (c) publications as an outcome of use of data from this dataset]
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	‘additionalInfo’
[Text acknowledging non-author contributors. Acknoweldgements should be brief, and should not include thanks to anonymus refrees and editors, or effusive comments]

	Competing financial interests
	

	Licences
	


Title

110 character maximum, including spaces  
Authors

Firstname Lastname1, Firstname Lastname2*
Affiliations

1. institution

2. institution

*corresponding author(s): Firstname Lastname (email@address)
Abstract

170 words maximum

The abstract should succinctly describe the study, the assay(s) performed, the resulting data, and the reuse potential, but should not make any claims regarding new scientific findings.  No references are allowed in this section. 

Background & Summary

700 words maximum

An overview of the study design, the assay(s) performed, and the created data, including any background information needed to put this study in the context of previous work and the literature. The section should also briefly outline the broader goals that motivated the creation of this dataset and the potential reuse value.  This section should include citations to the literature as needed.  We also encourage authors to include a figure that provides a schematic overview of the study and assay(s) design. 

Methods

This section should include detailed text describing the methods used in the study and assay(s), and the processing steps leading to the production of the data files, including any computational analyses (e.g. normalization, image feature extraction). These methods should be described in enough detail to allow other researchers to interpret and repeat, if required, the study and assay(s).  Authors are encouraged to cite previous descriptions of the methods under use, but ideally the methods descriptions should be complete enough for others to understand and reproduce the methods and processing steps without referring to associated publications.  In principle, fundamentally new methods should not be presented for the first time in Data Descriptors, and we may choose to decline publication of a Data Descriptor until any novel methods or techniques are published in an appropriate research or methods-focused journal article.
Data Records

Please explain each data record associated with this work, including the repository where this information is stored, and an overview of the data files and their formats. Each external data record should be cited using the data citation format explained at the end of this template. 
Technical Validation

This section presents any experiments or analyses that are needed to support the technical quality of the dataset.  This section may be supported by up figures and tables, as needed. This is a required section; authors must present information justifying the reliability of their data. 
Possible content may include:
· experiments that support or validate the data collection procedure (e.g. negative controls, or an analysis of standards to confirm measurement linearity)
· statistical analyses of experimental error and variation

· phenotypic or genotypic assessments of biological samples (e.g. confirming disease status, cell line identity, or the success of perturbations)

· general discussions of any procedures used to ensure reliable and unbiased data production, such as blinding and randomization, sample tracking systems, etc. 
· any other information needed for the peer reviewers to assess technical rigor

Generally, this should not include:

· Follow-up experiments aimed at testing or supporting an interpretation of the data
· Statistical hypothesis testing (e.g. tests of statistical significance, identifying differentially expressed genes, trend analysis, etc)

· Exploratory computational analyses like clustering and annotation enrichment (e.g. GO analysis). 
Usage Notes (optional)
Brief instructions that may help other researchers reuse these dataset.  This may include discussion of software packages that are suitable for analyzing the assay data files, suggested downstream processing steps (e.g. normalization, etc.), or tips for integrating or comparing this with other datasets.  If needed, authors are encouraged to upload code, programs, or data processing workflows as Supplementary Information, when they may help others analyse the data.
For studies involving privacy or safety controls on public access to the data, this section should describe in detail these controls, including how authors can apply to access the data, and what criteria will be used to determine who may access the data, and any limitations on data use.  

Acknowledgements

Text acknowledging non-author contributors. Acknowledgements should be brief, and should not include thanks to anonymous referees and editors, or effusive comments. Grant or contribution numbers may be acknowledged.

Author contributions

Please describe briefly the contributions of each author to this work on a separate line. 

AK did this and that.

BG did this and that and the other. 

Competing financial interests

A competing financial interests statement is required for all accepted papers published in Scientific Data. If there is no conflict of interest, a statement declaring this should still be included in the manuscript.
Figures (optional)
Figure images should be provided as separate files and should be referred to using a consistent numbering scheme through the entire Data Descriptor.  In most cases, a Data Descriptor should not contain more than three figures, but more may be allowed when needed.  We discourage the inclusion of figures in the Supplementary Information – all key figures should be included here in the main Figure section.  

For initial submissions, authors may choose to supply this document as a single PDF with embedded figures.  

Figure Legends (optional)
Figure legends begin with a brief title sentence for the whole figure and continue with a short description of what is shown in each panel, as well as explaining any symbols used. Legend must total no more than 350 words, and may contain literature references. 
Tables (optional)
Tables supporting the Data Descriptor.  These can provide summary information (sample numbers, demographics, etc.), but they should generally not be used to present primary data (i.e. measurements). Tables containing primary data should be submitted to an appropriate data repository. 
Tables may be provided within the Word document or as separate files (tab-delimited text or excel files).  Legends, where needed, should be included here in the Word document. Generally, a Data Descriptor should have fewer than ten Tables, but more may be allowed when needed. Tables may be of any size, but only Tables which fit onto a single printed page will be included in the PDF version of the article (up to a maximum of three).   
Authors are required to provide detailed information accounting for 1) each sample or subject employed in the study, 2) the data-generating assays applied to each sample, and 3) the resulting data outputs. These should be detailed enough to identify measurements that were derived from common samples, including replicates measurements, or measurements of different kinds derived from a common sample (e.g. parallel proteomic and transcriptomic datasets). Authors may choose to submit this detailed information using the ISA-tab experimental metadata format, but any information that is essential to readers of the Data Descriptor should also be formatted as human-readable Tables. 
Of course, where human data is involved, we recognize that privacy controls may preclude highly detailed descriptions of patients or participants. Please make sure that any privacy-related limitations on data sharing are discussed in the cover letter of your submission.  
Supplementary Information (optional)

Names and short legends for each supporting file.  Supplementary Information may include code and workflows, media content (images, videos, etc.), and any other files required to support the data description or to help others reuse the data.  In principle, primary data files should be stored in an external data repository, not the Supplementary Information section.  In most cases, the Supplementary Information should not contain text documents or supplemental figures – all textual information and figures that are central to the Data Descriptor should be included in the main document. The Methods, Technical Validation, and Usage Notes sections are all of unrestricted length. 

References

Bibliographic information for any works cited in the above sections.  
Additional Formatting Information
Referencing Figures, Tables, and other content
The Word document may reference Figures (e.g. Fig. 1), Tables e.g. (Table 1), and Supplementary Information (e.g. Supplementary Table 1, or Supplementary File 2, etc.).  For ISA-tab users, please reference the metadata documents as “please see the associated Metadata Record”.  In most cases, when information from metadata documents needs to be referred to, it should also be included in the main manuscript as Tables, and formatted in a way that suits human readability.  
Citation format

References should be numbered sequentially, first throughout the text, then in tables, followed by figures. Only one publication is given for each number. Only papers that have been published or accepted by a named publication or recognized preprint server should be in the numbered list; preprints of accepted papers in the reference list should be submitted with the manuscript. Published conference abstracts and numbered patents may be included in the reference list. Grant details and acknowledgments are not permitted as numbered references. Footnotes are not used.

Scientific Data uses the standard Nature referencing style. See our Guide to Authors and Submission Guidelines for more details. 

For example: 

2. Schott, D. H., Collins, R. N. & Bretscher, A. Secretory vesicle transport velocity in living cells depends on the myosin V lever arm length. J. Cell Biol. 156, 35-39 (2002).
Scope Guidelines





Data Descriptors submitted to Scientific Data provide detailed descriptions of valuable life sciences, biomedical and environmental datasets, including the methods used to collect the data and technical analyses supporting the quality of the measurements.  These descriptors should not contain tests of new scientific hypotheses, extensive analyses aimed at providing new scientific insights, or descriptions of fundamentally new scientific methods. Relevant datasets must be deposited in an appropriate public repository prior to Data Descriptor submission, and the completeness of these datasets will be considered during editorial evaluation and peer review.  These datasets must be made publically available without restriction in the event that the Data Descriptor is accepted for publication (excepting reasonable controls related to human privacy issues or public safety).  








